GERMAN FAMILIES TODAY

children by rigorous toilet training, nor do I think that the last
word about Russian aggressiveness has been said when Geoffrey
Gorer points out that Russian babies wear uncommonly tight
diapers. I confess I do not know whether French children and
adults relieved themselves in public one hundred and fifty years
ago with the same frequency and nonchalance as is manifest
today; but, if they did, the Napoleonic Wars must remain an
unsolved mystery, for where could French tensions leading to
aggression have come from?

Enough nonsense: I should merely like to add that a far
better case can be made out for the impact of authoritarian po-
litical measures on German families than the reverse. It is not
necessary, for this audience, to review the dismal story of wars
between crazy-quilt petty states, conscription, Pomeranian
grenadiers, and the scores upon scores of other details. With
these casual references made, let us turn to more relevant
matters.

Having pointed to an apparent contrast between European
families in several countries, Germany included, and the con-
temporary United States, it may also be pointed out that two
or three generations ago, and in some sections much less than
that, American families were not only more authoritarian than
they now seem to be but also more patriarchal. Surely Day's
Life with Father^ the Gilbreths* Cheaper by the Dozen, and
Taber's Especially Father would not have called forth the deep
interest, some of it sentimentally nostalgic, that they have in
many quarters did they not evoke memories from a past not yet
beyond recollection. I am inclined to think that the swifter pace
of social change in the United States, with its relatively sparse
and rapidly expanding population, its unhampered technology,
its masses of immigrants torn from their European roots, has
resulted in that contrast with a slower-moving Europe evident
not only in the family but in many other aspects of life.

The world begins afresh with every generation in the estimate
of the generation concerned, but I am nevertheless given to the
notion that during my own childhood and that of other present-
day Americans in their fifties and beyond the social changes re-
sulting in the present contrast began to speed up their rate.
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